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Fifth graders at Josiah Quincy Elementary School are learning art and art history this year in a special class
taught by Boston-artist Christos Hamawi.

Hamawi is one of more than 40 artists working in Boston Public Schools and is part of the district’s Arts
Expansion Initiative, bringing arts education to 11,000 students in kindergarten through 12th grades.
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Hamawi, whose grant for $20,000 allows him to teach 180 fourth and fifth graders, says that the program
provides an important bridge between working artists and the schools, providing stability for artists and
education for students.

At the Quincy School, where his fifth graders are working on Greek paper mache masks and his fourth graders
Roman mosaics, teacher Mimi Fong says she’s impressed by what she sees her students accomplishing in art
class.

It’s the first time many of the students have had art instruction, she says.

“This is amazing,” she says, reviewing the students’ work. “It’s not the kind of work you’d expect from a fifth
grader. I want to see this framed.”

Where are BPS Arts Expansion Initiative Programs? See the chart below.

[spreadsheet key="0AprNP7zjI1YS1dGFMak1Ec3BsanZHN3k4WIYyRFdUVKE” source="Boston Public
Schools” filter=1 paginate=1 sortable=1]

Lessons from the Classroom profiles special initiatives and projects in Massachusetts schools. Want to see your

program profiled? Email it to Learning Lab Editor Laura Amico.
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Choosing a school to send a student to can be a tough decision for families: How close is the school to my
house? How do the academics rate?

METCO: A Great Experience, But Only For The Few?

William "Sir William" Mosley loved playing the baritone horn as a member of Wayland High's marching band.
As a middle school student, Mosley dedicated hours outside of school to crafting his sound on the large brass
instrument.
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